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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT BLIGHT ELIMINATION AND
BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (CDBG-BEBR)

The Blight Elimination and Brownfield Redevelopment Program (CDBG-BEBR) program is designed to
assist communities with assessing or remediating the environmental contamination of an abandoned, idle or
underused industrial or commercial facility or sitein ablighted area. Critical to obtaining agrantisa
redevelopment plan that describes how the property will be reused for commercial or industrial development
that resultsin jobs and private investment in the community.

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS

An eligible applicant is a general purpose unit of
government with a population less than 50,000 that
isnot enrolled in the Community Development
Block Grant Entitlement Program. Thisincludes
any county, other than Dane, Milwaukee, or
Waukesha Counties.

ELIGIBLE PROJECTS

Environmental site assessments (ESA), commonly
known as Phasel, Il or 111 site assessments, or the
environmental remediation of siteswhich are
blighted, subject to the following conditions:

e The applicant has a redevelopment plan for
the property.

e The project will result in the redevel opment
of the brownfield site for ataxable reuse.

e Theapplicant will repay to the Department
any funds that are loaned to a nonprofit or a
business.

e The applicant commits to pursue recovery of
environmental remediation costs from
responsible parties and to reimburse the
department a proportional share of the CDBG
funds.

e The applicant demonstrates financial need
and demonstrates that the project is the best
aternative for the project site.

e The community provides at least 25 percent
of the public facility project funding.

APPLICATION AND AWARD PROCESS

e The maximum award is $100,000 for
environmental assessments and $500,000 for
environmental remediation projects.

e A pre-application meeting is held with
Commerce staff to discuss the potential
application.

e An application is completed after staff
provides comment and review.

 Funding decisions are made based upon the
submitted application and are contingent
upon availability of funds.

e Termsand conditions for any funds loaned or
granted to a business or nonprofit corporation
by the applicant will be agreed upon by the
Department prior to the release of funds.

* The applicant is responsible for administering
the award. It must enter into a redevel opment
agreement with all other interested parties,
including the land owner, any businesses and
any state or federal agency which isinvolved
in the cleanup of the site, and ensure
compliance with Federa requirements such
as environmental review and Davis-Bacon
wage issues.

To arrange for a pre-application meeting, call:
Jim Frymark

Bureau of Community Finance

Wisconsin Department of Commerce

P. O. Box 7970

Madison, WI 53707

Telephone: 608/266-2742

Fax: 608/266-8969

Email Jim Frymark at:
jfrymark@commerce.state.wi.us

-Visit our web page address at http://www.commer ce.state.wi.us -
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